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Key Findings:
Drug Overdose Deaths, 2025

June 2026
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• 3 consecutive years of decreases in drug overdose deaths

• Nearly 30% overall decrease in drug overdose deaths from 2022 to 2025

• 40% reduction in fentanyl-related deaths

• 25% reduction in methamphetamine-related deaths 
• Methamphetamine is once again the most prevalent drug involved in drug overdose deaths 

Continued Decline in Drug Overdose Deaths in LA County 
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Drug Overdose Deaths by Age Group 

• In 2025, drug overdose deaths occurred most often among adults ages 40 – 64 (53%), 
followed by adults ages 26 – 39 (29%).
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Drug Overdose Deaths by Gender 

• Greater reduction in males than females from 2022 to 2025

• Drug overdose deaths decreased 31% for males and 19% for females 

• Men continue to account for the majority (77%) of overdose deaths in 2025

• The gender disparity remains, with males being 3.5x more likely to die from drug 
overdoses than females, down from 4.0x in 2024
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• Black residents are 
disproportionately 
represented in 
overdose and 
poisoning death rates

 

• Hispanic/Latinos and 
White individuals 
represent the highest 
raw numbers of 
fatalities
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Drug Overdose Deaths by Race/Ethnicity 



• Overdose deaths continue to decline across Los Angeles County

• Drug overdose deaths decreased for the third consecutive year in 2025, resulting in a 
nearly 30% reduction from the historic peak in 2022. 

• Fentanyl-related deaths declined by approximately 40% during this 4-year period, 
while methamphetamine-related deaths decreased by 25%, reflecting sustained 
progress in the County’s overdose prevention efforts.

• Continued commitment is needed to sustain progress

• Despite these gains, overdose remains a significant public health challenge, claiming 
thousands of lives and imposing substantial societal and economic burdens. 

• While fentanyl deaths remain high, methamphetamine is the most prevalent drug 
involved in overdose deaths, underscoring the need to sustain and expand evidence-
based prevention, harm reduction, treatment, recovery support, and data-driven 
response strategies.
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Evolving DHCS Policy 
Landscape 



Medi-Cal Eligibility

Transition to The ASAM Criteria, 4th Edition (ASAM4)

Data Sharing with Managed Care Plans

Behavioral Health Accountability Set Measures

Evolving DHCS Policy Landscape 
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